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assessed in proportion to the length of their residence
within his jurisdiction* Generally the minimum period
of residence required is three weeks and the fee is half a
guinea; but if the parties* residence falls short of the
required minimum by one week, which is permissible by
law, the fee would go up to five times the ordinary amount*
Yes, the law allows you to get married quick, but on your
part you'll also have to stump out quick!

It is a thousand pities that those whom the Church or
registrar has joined together cannot act up to the injunc-
tion " until death do them put asunder/* In the East
where marriage is not reputed to be founded on love and
romance, it is easy to imagine the experiment not turning
out happily, though this need not be necessarily so, as
indicated in an earlier chapter* But in the West all
marriages ought to be happy and ripen until serene old
age, since they are professed to be founded on love and
affection* Yet a stranger is shocked to see the number
of separations and divorces reported in the daily Press
as well as the annual returns of the registrar-general*
Is this not another delusion born of putting the West on
too high a pedestal ?

The first disillusionment over, it is not so difficult to
understand the phenomenon of frequency of divorce
in the West* As already noted, every individual is master
or mistress of his or her own thoughts and affections, and
even from the Bench it has been declared that '* a husband
has no property in the body of his wife* If she refuses
to live with him he cannot, nor can even the Courts,
compel her to do so. She is the mistress of her own
destiny* If she decides to yield her body to another, then